CHARLES   FROHMAN

"I don't need actresses, but I need plays. Go home
and write me one."

Mrs. Ryley up to that time had written plays only
as an amateur. She went home and wrote "Christopher
Jr." and it started her on a notably successful career as
a playwright. In fact, she was perhaps the first of the
really successful women playwrights.

Charles Prohman celebrated the opening theatrical
season of the new twentieth century by annexing a
new star and a fortune at the same time. It was William
H. Crane in "David Harum" who accomplished this.

Again history repeated itself in a picturesque approach
to a Frohman success. One morning, at the time when
both had apartments at Sherry's, Frohman and Charles
Dillingham emerged from the building after breakfast.
On the sidewalk they met Denman Thompson, the old
actor. Frohman engaged him in conversation. Suddenly
Thompson began to chuckle.

"What are you laughing at?" asked Frohman.

"I was thinking of a book I read last night, called
* David Harum,"' replied Thompson.

"Was it interesting?"

"The best American story I ever read," said the actor,

Frohman's eyes suddenly sparkled. He winked at
Dillingham, who hailed a cab and made off. Frohman
engaged Thompson in conversation until he returned.
In his pocket he carried a copy of " David Harum/'

Prohman read the book that day, made a contract
for its dramatization, and from the venture he cleared
nearly half a million dollars.

Frohman considered four men for the part of David
Harum, They, were Denman Thompson, James A,
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